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UV Days 2019 – Tradition meets Modernity 

The 9th edition of the UV Days will feature a record number of exhibitors, 

a wide range of events and multisensory print jobs 

The UV Days have been more than just an in-house exhibition for a long 

time now – they have become a guaranteed source for first-hand expert 

knowledge. The exhibition is characterised by a varied programme, 

important industry contacts, award-winning print products and a 

coherent concept. Bringing together tradition and modernity in 

impressive print jobs that appeal to all senses is the main focus of this 

year’s event. 

The excellent curing properties of inks and varnishes under UV light were 

discovered in the late 1960s, and today's IST Metz GmbH was founded in 

1977. As a UV pioneer, IST Metz has been setting standards in the printing 

industry for over 40 years. The first UV units, however, were developed for 

curing varnishes on furniture. While this niche business has grown into a 

globally active group of companies over the decades, industrial 

applications have once again become an important market segment for 

IST Metz. That is why in addition to the 42 exhibitors from the printing 

industry, another 13 industry partners will also be present at the UV Days 

2019. IST Metz will therefore be welcoming a total of 55 companies to the 

ninth edition of the in-house exhibition – more than ever before. 

Unique feature of the in-house exhibition 

In 2002, IST Metz launched "UV Days", the first international event 

focusing on UV printing. The event, which initially had the feel of a 

seminar with around 100 invited guests, has become the largest in-house 

exhibition for UV, LED and excimer technology with around 1000 visitors 
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from around the world. The unique selling point of this in-house 

exhibition, however, has always been its practical aspect. Every two years, 

the latest developments for UV and LED in sheet-fed, web and digital 

printing are presented and demonstrated live – to look at, touch and take 

home. This year, three print products developed, designed and produced 

by IST Metz will demonstrate the many opportunities offered by UV and 

LED technology in the packaging, commercial and label printing market 

segments. 

Print jobs that appeal to all the senses 

Feel, see, smell, taste – the UV Days not only fulfil the highest technical 

demands, but also stimulate all the senses. This year's concept includes 

three print products specifically developed, designed and produced by IST 

Metz. At the X-press-U espresso bar, visitors can choose a hot beverage 

according to their own persona. The packaging was developed and 

produced by IST Metz. The flexible packaging for the pralines that 

complement the espresso varieties was produced in collaboration with 

the DFTA (German association for flexographic printing). 

The lunch menu will be served in SIMPL Dining food packaging produced 

in accordance with low migration guidelines. Sustainability and 

individuality were the main focuses of production. Thanks to the 

avoidance of plastics and the use of recyclable paper, the box can be 

unfolded once the food is eaten, and disposed of in the paper waste. The 

UV Days caterer will continue to use this food packaging after the event. 

Personalised print product to take home 

The highlight of the print jobs is the PadBook, a highly refined and live-

produced premium packaging that visitors will be able to take home and 

reuse. “Tradition meets Modernity” – this year's UV Days motto reflects 
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not only the print gimmick and its functionality, but also a very special 

part of the refinement process. Ludwigsburg-based calligrapher Sigrid 

Artmann, recipient of the “International Grand Prize for Calligraphy” will 

be present at the fair to personalise visitors’ PadBooks with their initials 

using UV varnish. Typography, the art of designing print products, dates 

back to the early Renaissance between 1450 and 1457, but Sigrid 

Artmann found the historicising tradition of copying too restrictive in 

terms of expression and quickly discovered her own way of translating 

writing and content into unique images. At the UV Days, visitors can 

experience first-hand, how the centuries-old art of typography is 

interpreted in a modern way and combined with UV and LED technology. 

Visitors can use the mobile handheld HANDcure LED device to cure their 

varnished initials themselves. 

Industry partners to enrich the UV Days 

Even outside the printing industry, the applications for optical systems 

are almost endless. That is why IST offers tailor-made systems and 

solutions as well as professional support and laboratory services with UV, 

LED and excimer units for industrial applications. IST Metz systems are 

used in the processing of materials like glass, plastic, wood and wood-

based materials. At the UV Days, visitors will have the opportunity to 

experience the various solutions for industrial processes in laboratory 

demonstrations, keynote speeches and guided company tours. In addition 

to the printing industry, industrial applications are an important market 

for IST Metz GmbH. The organisers will pay tribute to this development 

more than ever before at this year's UV Days. 

UV Days programme highlights 

A sheetfed print demonstration will take place several times a day during 

which the print gimmick of the UV Days 2019 will be printed live. Visitors 
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can also attend highlight tours on excimer technology and component 

production, and participate in workshops offered by Print City Allianz. 

Professional experts will hold daily keynote speeches for visitors on 

current topics: 

• Printed Electronics, Robert Hecht (IST Metz) 

• Digital Lacquer Embossing, Dr. René Pankoke (Hymmen) 

• Low Migration Packaging, Sebastian Schulze (Jänecke + 
Schneemann) 

• Excimer Technology, Pana Vrettos (IST Metz) 

• De-Inking (UV, LED), Thomas Glaser (Siegwerk) 

• UV Curing Control, Roland Schröder (Hubergroup) 
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